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South Coast Makes Merlot Rose from Bumper Crop

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



TEMECULA – Got too many lemons? Make margaritas, advises South Coast Winery Resort & Spa winemaker Jon McPherson. Extra Merlot? “No problem.”

That’s just how winemakers at South Coast  reacted to a bumper crop of Merlot grapes this year. 

With vineyard yields running as much as 50 percent above last year’s, winemakers at South Coast had to do something to accommodate the extra juice being pumped into the winery’s fermentation tanks. 

“It’s all about capacity and doing what you can to do,” said McPherson. “You play the cards you’re dealt.” 

South Coast is the largest Merlot producer in the Temecula Valley. But when it ended up with 75 tons  more Merlot  than it had a year ago, the award-winning winemaker had to get creative.

To make sure as much of the harvest as possible made it into bottles, McPherson this year added a new wine to the menu.

He bled off about 2,000 gallons of Merlot juice from a fermentation tank so he could make Merlot Rose, a light, mildly sweet, drinkable wine that goes well with nearly all food.


In the end, wine lovers get a great new wine to try and McPherson gets some badly needed tank space for his grapes. 

About 1,000 cases of South Coast Merlot Rose will be released in early 2006 and sell for about $12 to $14 a bottle. 

Rose is a very versatile wine, said McPherson. Depending on the underlying varietal character, “grapiness,” and the amount of residual sugar, it goes superbly with anything grilled:  beef, chicken and fish.

“Our new rose has good body  -- you want it in your mouth,” he said. “It’s  real nice, loaded with blueberry and cherry.”

 South Coast this year also produced a Cabernet Rose, which McPherson said carries sensational strawberry flavors.

Overall, the wine grape harvest in Temecula  mirrored what happened in the rest of the state.  California’s harvest was the largest since the bonanza of 1997, according to some estimates.

State agriculture officials peg this year’s harvest at about 3.2 million tons, 15 percent more than last year. 

For more information about this release, electronic photos or to schedule a private media tour of South Coast Winery Resort & Spa, contact Don McAuliffe at (951) 302-1045 or don@parallaxcommunications.com 


